                                                             Lady Feeding The Cats

Match up the following annotations with the appropriate stanza. Paste the annotation next to the correct stanza. This will allow you to see how our understanding of both the woman and the cats change throughout the poem. 
The cats greet the woman warmly appreciating her unfailing generosity. Their behaviour                  is noticeably different when they are interacting with her. Their view of her is a positive one, which contrasts with the initial impression we have been given of the woman. Highlight the word which indicates this different view point.

The description of the cats themselves is also positive underline the words that create this impression.

This stanza reflects on the positive effect the interaction with the cats has on the woman. It makes the metaphorical connection that whilst she feeds them literally her soul and sense of self are equally nourished by the cats. 

Underline the lines that indicate this.

This stanza utilises the extended metaphor effectively in its description of the woman. Circle the words that support this metaphor.

This stanza gives us a very clear picture of the physical appearance of the woman. The image that is presented is of a woman struggling with the effects and deprivations associated with poverty.  The image is poignant and touches us. 

Underline the words/phrases that create this response for you. 
In this stanza a metaphor is used to describe the cats. Underline it. What is suggested by Stewart by using this metaphor.

This stanza ends with negative adjectives describing the cats. Underline them and jot down the meaning of those words next to them.

This stanza explains that the cats appreciate the woman for more than just the food she supplies. They find it incomprehensible that some one would treat them in the way she does, for they are usually shunned. They recognise that they are taking part in a special ceremony.
    Notes on Lady Feeding the Cats.

· Creates a sympathetic portrait of a ritual that we would probably observe with distaste - a dishevelled woman feeding the feral cats of Sydney.

· Instead Stewart is able to imbue both the woman and the cats with a dignity that moves us to appreciate the significance of the ritual, and to change our view of  the interaction into a respect for the uniqueness of the meeting.

· This is achieved through creating images which are contrasted and in doing so change our reception of the meaning behind what is being described.

                 STANZA 1.
· The image of the woman created by the descriptive language utilised by Stewart is of a marginalised woman. Our sympathy is evoked with the physical descriptions, we are at this point basing our interpretation of her purely on what she looks like and this is a rather pathetic picture. 
· Stewart build up the image of her in the first four lines. We recognise her gait, (shuffling, broken shoes ) the speckled ,unclean clothes she wears through the simile of a pine tree 

· He provides a strong sense of place by identifying that she daily feeds the cats in the Domain

· It seems incongruous that a carting a bag of bones may bring such joy, and we are unaware as to the reason why.

· The description of the cats given in the last two lines is not an endearing one, thus we are positioned to wonder why she would bother. Consider the impact of the metaphor ‘outlaws.’

STANZA 2

· In stanza two the description of the cats contrasted to the preceding lines. The language is positive , consider the use of proudly, plumy tails, smiles etc. and what is suggested about the cats by this description.
·  The last two lines then contrast to the first stanza in terms of how the woman is described. Discuss the connotations associated with the word Princess.
· By using these descriptions Stewart is challenging us to re-evaluate how we view each other and those around us- both people and animals, that we so easily label.
                         STANZA 3
· The third stanza is an interesting examination of the relationship between the woman and the cats. 
· An unexpected beauty emerges where it is not usual, consider the use of the words beggar and rogue

· Stewart beautifully moves it from being just rather strange ritual to a ceremony that is of some importance as indicated by the respect evident between those involved. 
· Consider the meaning of the word condescension 
                          STANZA 4
· The positive impact for the woman of this interaction is clearly obvious in this stanza.  Note the changed way she is walking back home, the metaphorical feeding of her soul, as evidenced by the way she feels as she returns 

· The changed way we view the woman now is shown through linking objects usually associated with objects often used to commemorate a Princess.-banners, fountains drums

· There is an ambiguity in describing her as a “exiled aristocrat” as on one level she could be an disposed immigrant or just an old lady who is isolated and disconnected from the world around her.
· The last line of the poem is in contrast to the opening  We now have a very different view of her as she melts back minto her life. The title queen of the cats gives her a place, a role and a dignity that she did not have a t the start of the poem.

                   QUESTION. How has this poem made us see and think differently.

